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the states not thus indicated have formed part of the registration area 
since 1900: 

California (1906). Massachusetts. Pennsylvania (1906). 

Colorado (1906). Michigan. Rhode Island. 

Connecticut. New Hampshire. South Dakota (1906). 

Indiana. New Jersey. Vermont. 

Maine. New York. Washington (1908). 

Maryland (1906). Ohio (1909). Wisconsin (1908). 

Aside from general inprovenient in material and methods of presentation, 
the most notable achievement of the Bureau of the Census in the field of 
vital statistics, is the gradual extension of the registration area. For this 
we owe thanks chiefly to the indefatigable and enthusiastic labors of 
Dr. Cressey L. Wilbur, Chief of the Divisions of Vital Statistics. Of 
hardly less importance have been his efforts to secure greater efficiency 
among registrars. 



A NEW DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS. 

On September 16, 1912, the government for the Union of South Africa 
announced that the former census office will be continued as the Depart- 
ment of Statistics for that country, under the control of Mr. Moffatt, 
late Director of the Census. 

The first step for the establishment of the new department was taken 
by the late Sir Charles Elliott (General Manager of Railways), who brought 
the subject of uniformity of South African statistics before the Customs 
•Committee at Pretoria, in 1908. In January of the following year, a 
statistical and census conference met, attended by delegates from the 
Transvaal, Orange River Colony, Natal, and Rhodesia. The enabling act 
— a comprehensive document — was passed by the first Union Parliament 
in 1910. 

The new department will carry out the census at proper times, and 
in addition collect statistics on all necessary subjects. The Cape Times 
writes: "The formation of the new department of statistics is a big step 
forward from commercial, industrial, agricultural, and general points of 
view." John Kobbn. 



